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 How Can Escort Data Help In the Fight Against Sex Trafficking?

Traffickers use the Internet to sell sex trafficked victims.

Obtaining and analyzing data is extremely difficult.

Data that can help rescue sex trafficked victims goes unused.

Challenges

High volume of ads, sites frequently change data formats

Difficult to link ads to a single individual, the "Giant Component"

Disparate data types (text, numeric, and image data)

Data and structural inconsistencies across sites

Scam ads, misappropriated data, identity-hiding



We gather relevant data from escort
websites, normalize it, and 

separate the signal from the noise.

Then we share our findings with our partners.

Who we are and what we do



Data Collection

24/7 Data Collection (Web Scraping)
Includes 11 Active Sites
In total, we have data on over 227
million ads dating back to 2020
Current Average Daily Volumes

~100,000 unique ads
~300,000 images



Importance of Ad Linking

How many ads represent an individual?

Say we have 1,000 ads.

Is that 1,000 people posting once each?

Is it 10 people posting 100 times each?

Is it 25 people posting 40 times each?
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Data Representation

Ad 2

Ad 1 and Ad 3 have two
images in common.
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Data Representation

Component 1

Component 2



Analytical Pipeline



Outputs

Allows law enforcement and non-profit partners to quickly scan active
posters, see basic summary statistics on recent activity, and get recently
advertised contact information.
Does not require visiting sites and being exposed to explicit images, a
significant benefit for our non-profit partners that rely on volunteers,
some of whom may be former victims



Outputs



Since 2021, we have assisted with the:

identification and contact of more than 60 potential sex trafficking

victims,

arrest of at least 6 individuals for "promoting prostitution,"

arrest of more than 65 offenders for "traveling to meet a minor," and

the arrest of more than 260 "johns."

Impacts

For both our LEO and NPO partners, our pipeline takes care of identifying

and linking ads, allowing them to:

be more efficient with resources (no need to manually search ads),

increase effectiveness (scam ad removal), and 

avoid the mental distress associated with manually searching ads.


