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• CDL Driver Controlled 
Substance Prohibitions

• Drug and Alcohol 
Clearinghouse Overview

• Clearinghouse Public Data

• Return-to-Duty Process

• The New Clearinghouse II 
Regulation

Topics
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Prohibitions – Controlled Substances 

• Marijuana

• Cocaine

• Opiates – opium and codeine 
derivatives

• Amphetamines and methamphetamines

• Phencyclidine – PCP
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Overview of the 
Clearinghouse
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• Initial Rule:

• Mandated by Congress in MAP-21

• Published: December 5, 2016

• Established requirements for the 
Clearinghouse

• Implemented: January 6, 2020

• Second rule: 

• State Driver’s Licensing Agency Non-
Issuance/Downgrade of Commercial 
Driver’s License 

• Published: October 7, 2021

• Effective date: November 8, 2021

• Implementation date: November 18, 2024

The Clearinghouse Rules
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FMCSA CDL Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse

• The Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse 
prevents impaired operation of CMVs 
by giving employers access to real-
time information about which CDL 
drivers have drug and alcohol 
program violations, enabling 
employers to determine which drivers 
to remove from safety-sensitive 
functions.
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Verified positive 
drug test

Alcohol test 0.04 or greater 
BAC

Refusal to test
Actual knowledge of a drug and 
alcohol program violation



Who is required to use the Clearinghouse?
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Drivers who hold commercial driver’s licenses (CDLs) or commercial learner’s  

permits (CLPs)

Employers of CDL drivers who operate commercial motor vehicles (CMVs)

Consortia/Third-Party Administrations (C/TPAs)

Medical Review Officers (MROs)

Substance Abuse Professionals (SAPs)

State Drivers Licensing Agencies (SDLAs)



Clearinghouse Data: 
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Registered Users as of July 1, 2025
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Reported Drug Testing Violations by Calendar Year 
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Drug Violation Data as of July 1, 2025 
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Individual Driver Status as of July 1, 2025
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Return-to-Duty 
Process
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Return-to-Duty Process Overview
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▪ Driver selects a Substance 
Abuse Professional (SAP)

▪ Driver completes treatment, 
SAP determines driver is 
eligible for RTD testing

▪ Driver’s employer 
(or C/TPA) orders RTD test

▪ Driver takes RTD test

▪ If driver tests negative, 
Clearinghouse status will 
update to “Not Prohibited”

▪ Driver is eligible for safety-
sensitive functions, must 
complete follow-up testing 
plan



Clearinghouse-II 
Final Rule
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Clearinghouse-II Final Rule 
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Beginning November 18, 2024, States Driver’s Licensing Agencies were required to 
implement:

18
2024

NOVEMBER

▪ Mandatory CDL Downgrades

‒ Remove CDL/CLP privileges when driver’s Clearinghouse status 

changes to “Prohibited”

‒ CDL/CLP privileges will be reinstated if driver’s Clearinghouse 

status changes to “Not Prohibited”

▪ Non-Issuance of CDLs

‒ Deny commercial licensing transaction if the driver has a 

“Prohibited” Clearinghouse status

Commercial licensing transaction = issuing, duplicates, renewing, transferring, 
or upgrading a CDL or issuing, duplicates, renewing, or upgrading a CLP
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Number of Prohibited Drivers In Each State – Subject to CDL Downgrade

State # of 

Prohibited 

Drivers

8/14/2025

AK 377

AL 3,431

AR 2,215

AZ 3,030

CA 12,711

CO 2,497

CT 1,868

DC 167

DE 571

FL 7,437

GA 7,630

HI 267

IA 1,624

State # of 

Prohibited 

Drivers

8/14/2025

ID 1,051

IL 8,690

IN 2,818

KS 1,479

KY 1,765

LA 3,106

MA 1,300

MD 1,824

ME 574

MI 4,269

MN 1,854

MO 4,344

MS 3,176

State # of 

Prohibited 

Drivers

8/14/2025

MT 560

NC 7,118

ND 442

NE 1,200

NH 392

NJ 2,403

NM 972

NV 1,889

NY 6,530

OH 4,962

OK 2,869

OR 1,460

PA 4,422

State # of 

Prohibited 

Drivers

8/14/2025

RI 220

SC 2,909

SD 383

TN 4,033

TX 15,995

UT 1,357

VA 3,113

VT 207

WA 2,095

WI 2,571

WV 773

WY 425



For more information:

Visit the Clearinghouse Learning Center at  

https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/Learn

for resources and answers to common questions

Contact Clearinghouse Team: 

https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/Contact

Call 800-832-5660

Questions?
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https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/Learn
https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/Contact

